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Introduction 
 

In October 2018 OIB announced the closure and possible relocation of the Beaulieu site                           

buildings. The intended plan was to: (1) close the nursery as of 2020; (2) empty the BU1/5/9/24                                 

buildings probably by the end of 2020; (3) empty the BU29/31/33 buildings around 2024. No                             

further information has been released since the OIB’s communication and no detailed plan was                           

rolled out before the background survey of this report was published (12 June 2019).  

 

The aim of this report is to share the preliminary results of a fact finding survey on the staff                                     

attitudes towards relocation from the COM Beaulieu (BU) buildings. The survey was initiated                         

and designed by Szilárd Erhart (DG ENV, szilard.erhart@ec.euroopa.eu), Generation 2004 gave                     

administrative support to it and will present its results to the Brussels Local Staff Committee. The                               

Survey was open from 12 June until 28 of June 2019 on EU Survey. The final report will also be                                       

shared with colleagues (including OIB) in order to facilitate an evidence-based decision on the                           

location of the future site.  

The key goals of the survey to (1) increase awareness and fuel discourse, (2) formulate                             

evidence based proposals (BU is best for staff) have been achieved. 

 

After the announcement of the survey, OIB informed the Directorates-General in BU buildings 

on 17 June that the OIB intends to negotiate an extension of the buildings BU-1/5/9 and BU24 

until 2023.   

 

The author of the report welcomes comments and ideas about the report (Szilárd Erhart 

szilard.erhart@ec.euroopa.eu). 

Executive summary 

● Response rate to the survey was very high, In total 569 colleagues, 333 women and 224 

men (35-45% of DGs located in BU buildings) filled in the survey confirming the 

importance of the survey questions. 

● 75% of respondents are happy in general that they can work in Beaulieu buildings and not 

in other COM buildings in Brussels.  

● 75% of respondents agree that his/her family's quality of life would be higher if he/she 

worked in the Beaulieu area.  
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● More than 54% think that moving from Beaulieu would  make logistics for his/her children 

more difficult, while only 12% think it would be easier. 

● Average rating of the BU buildings (4.2)  is significantly higher than that of the second 

best alternative (Schuman area, 3.3) on a five grade scale. All DGs rated Beaulieu as first 

best option. 

● Colleagues travel 48 minutes on average daily (both ways) to get to the Beaulieu 

buildings, while they would need 65 minutes to get to the Schuman area.  

About the survey  

The survey was conducted between 12 and 29 June 2019. It consisted of 17 multiple choice 

questions and one open ended question. The latter was raised to collect further ideas from 

colleagues and understand the major issues related to the relocation.  

To ensure only one participation per staff member, we used EU Login for authenticatication. 

However, the survey was completely anonymous as it was configured to not keep personal 

details about the responder. 

In total 569 colleagues filled in the survey, 333 women and 224 men (Table Q1-Q2). A 

sufficiently large number of colleagues in targeted age groups responded to the survey 

questions. 

Table Q1-Q2: Charachtreistics of respondents (age, sex) 

 

About 80% of the respondents were officials, 9% contract agents (Table Q3). Response rate 

was about 35-45 % in case of most surveyed DGs (Table Q4).  

Table Q3: Responses by contract type 
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Table Q4: Response activity across DGs 

 

 

The last two questions of the survey (Q16 and Q17) was correctly criticised by respondents                             

because NO options was not provided. Hence, we did not analyze the answers given to these                               

questions here.  
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Attitudes towards locations 

Several questions were raised to assess the attitudes towards Beaulieu and its potential 

alternatives  (Q6, Q7, Q13, Q15) .  

Most staff members preferred the area of the current Beaulieu buildings over the concrete 

and hypothetical alternatives. Buildings in the Schuman area were mentioned as second best 

for the majority. Hence, we compare the travelling time estimated by the respondents in case of 

these two alternatives. 

75% of staff are happy in general that they can work in one of the Beaulieu buildings and not 

in other COM buildings in Brussels (Table Q6). 

Table Q6: Are you happy in general that you can work in one of the Commission's Beaulieu 

buildings and not in other COM buildings in Brussels? 

 

More than 54% think that moving from Beaulieu would  make logistics for his/her children 

more difficult, while only 12% think it would be easier (Table Q7). 

Table Q7: Would moving from Beaulieu make it (1) easier (2) more difficult to arrange logistics 

for your children? 

 

The majority of colleagues (64%) prefers  a working site in the neighbourhood of the 

Commission's Beaulieu buildings over a working site elsewhere, in other European 

Commission sites in Brussels (Table Q13). Responses to Q6 and Q13 imply that most staff prefer 

its current  building over other alternatives in the area of BU.  
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Table Q13: Would you prefer a working site in the neighbourhood of the Commission's 

Beaulieu buildings over a working site elsewhere, in other European Commission sites in 

Brussels? 

 

75% of respondents agree that his/her family's quality of life would be higher if he/she worked 

in the Beaulieu area (Table Q15).  

Table Q15: My family's quality of life would be higher if I worked in: 

 

More respondents think that moving from BU would be rather difficult than easy in case of all 

offered options. NATO is clearly the least preferred option (80% think it would be very 

difficult) followed by Madou/Covent Garden (79% think it would be difficult or very difficult) and 

Lux/Schum (57% think it would be difficult or very difficult and 28% that it was easy or very easy) 

Table Q10-12: Please indicate how difficult or easy it would be for you and for your household, 

if you had to work in a building in other areas of Brussels instead of the Beaulieu building. 

 

Average ratings of the BU buildings (4.2)  are significantly higher than those of the second 

best alternative (Schuman area, 3.3) on the 5 grade rating scale (Table Q14). NATO area is 

clearly the least liked option  (average rating of 1.4). All DGs prefer BU to Schuman area, the 

preference is being the strongest in CNECT, ENV and non-classified respondents, and less strong 

in REGIO. 
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Table Q14: Ratings of workplaces by DGs (scale from 1 [unpreferred] to 5 [preferred]) 
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Commuting times and costs (BU, SCH) 

Colleagues travel 48 minutes on average daily (both ways) to get to the Beaulieu buildings, 

while they would need 65 minutes to get to the Schuman area. Longer travel times would 

mean almost 3 days traveling time on average and is an equivalent of EUR1.92 m/BU DGs/year. 

Table Q8-9: How long does it take (in minutes) for you to come to your office in the 
Beaulieu/Schuman buildings from home and to go home after work? (please indicate the total 
time travelled BOTH WAYS, the average value for all working days throughout the year): 
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Answers to the open ended question 
In total 259 colleagues submitted answers to the open ended question. The answers 

mentioned most frequently the issues in the summary table below (Table Q17). 
 

● Timely information and clarity is needed, survey is welcome 

● Beaulieu is the first best choice (close to home/childcare/school, lower terrorist risk, better 

bike access, better quality of live, etc) 

● Avoid NATO 

● Schuman is second best, and best for a minority of colleagues 

● Some expressed concerns about the survey design (especially Q16-17 were criticised 

because the option to answer “NO” was not given) 

Table Q17: Do you have any further comments on the possible relocation of the COM 
Beaulieu site? 
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The OIB intends to negotiate an extension 
Due to the developments of the Commission's real estate portfolio and the lack of new buildings 

in the short and medium term on the Brussels market, the OIB intends to negotiate an extension 

of the buildings BU-1/5/9 and BU24 until 2023. 

•         In order to optimize the use of our real estate, OIB will also negotiate early exit possibilities 

if suitable new buildings would become available on the Brussels market. 

•         During the extended lease period, the OIB will continue to assure the regular maintenance 

of the buildings and its technical equipment and will continue to operate the social infrastructure 

(nursery, afterschool care, catering). 

•         The redevelopment projects of the BU29/31/33 buildings projects will continue as foreseen, 

with a possibility to abandon the buildings by 2024. 

•         OIB will continue to inform the Directorates-General concerned of any further development 

regarding these real estate files. 
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ANNEX - Answers to open ended questions 

 

n 

Q17: Do you have any further comments on the 

  possible relocation of the COM Beaulieu site? 

  

1  Please avoid the NATO 

2  please let's not 

3  I think clarity is needed. Silence is not helping us. if the decision has been taken, 

then a communication to the staff is urgently needed! 

4  Some of these questions need more options. I wanted to answer "no" to question 

16, instead of "don't know". 

5  The Balieu area is the most convenient for me, if not any other area easily 

accesible by the metro network. 

 

 

 

Some clarity on the porcess would be very much appreciated. 

6  I will seriously consider job mobility if we are moved away from Beaulieu 

7  I would 100% prefer a relocation to the Schuman area. It is easier to arrange 

meetings, trainings and in general for improving the quality of life. It seems that 

we are too isolleted in Beaulieu area. This prevents us from joining training 

courses, interesting conferences, events and well being activies. 

8  It is difficult to scale some answers, as there is only a difficult/very difficult choice 

offered. The most realistic one is question 14. 

9  NATO area is really not an option. Open space building is not an option either. 
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10  Need to be informed about time line of the move and where is the new relocation 

site 

11  It is better to work in the Schuman Area! 

12  Why not moving outside Brussels and stay connected anyway with any online 

system instead of concentrate us in the centre? 

13  I REFUSE to drive, therefore, public transports are a must! 

14  Perhaps you didn't want to put this in the survey, as it's difficult to quantify and 

doesn't fit with decision-making processes that are based around crunching 

numbers, but for me being at Beaulieu simply means better quality of life. It's 

green and human, as opposed to grey and soulless in the centre, and impractically 

remote at Nato.  

15  I think we deserve to know well in advance in order to prepare for such a change. 

16  The study is a bit flawed because on a number of questions one can only choose 

between Beaulieu and other Commissions istes in Brussels. These sites, however, 

are very far apart and for me not comparable at all. While I love working in 

Beaulieu (have been here for 11 years and wouldn't mind to stay), I woudl also not 

mind to move "back" to Schuman or LUX area. On the other hand, it would be a 

total no-go if I had to relocate to Madou or Rogier or Nato or even some other 

area. 

17  I don't drive and can walk to work in Beaulieu from home. 

 

Moving to Schuman/Madou would mean metros. 

 

Moving to NATO would bea nightmare with mtero + tram/bus. A lot of my time 

would be wasted on the commute causing unnecessary pollution 

18  Quality of life in Beaulieu is much better from the pollution point of view. 
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19  I decided to come to Brussels only because this Beaulieu site. Working in other 

part of Brussels seems not atractive for me. 

20  Relocation would give the wrongest possible signal for a DG like DG ENV. Bealieu is 

more than a building, it is a symbol! 

21  In case we need to relocate, the ideal would be for REGIO to move to a location 

that would allow it to be closer to the other ESIF DGs, DG BUDG and DG ECFIN 

with all of which we have meetings on a daily/weekly basis. The distance between 

DGs means a great deal of lost working time in colleagues taking public transport 

for meetings, more COs emmissions when using cars and less efficiency in 

breaking silos and maintaining a common culture among different DGs. 

22  I find a lot of the questions unclear and the answers provided not complete. E.g. 

Q15, 16, 17 would require also an option "does not matter" or "no" - which I would 

have ticked.A question about means of commuting is missing. Some questions are 

related to potential families - what if I have none? Or what if I don't have children 

(at creche/school), but a spouse? 

23  My answers to questions 16 and 17 are NO, although it was not offered as a 

possibility. Namely, I would not need any motorised transport if a relocation takes 

place, whereas for Baulieu site, I use daily motorised transport. 

24  My wife has a disabilty. Working in Beaulieu allows me to come home at lunch 

break to help around the house. This is impossible when working in Schuman area.  

25  It would be better that all staff are located in the same area of Brussels as this 

would avoid having to loose time travelling between DGs. If the NATO area is 

selected, then I hope proper transport links are in place to reach Schuman that 

goes beyond the Bus lines 12/21.  
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26  Consideration could also be given to pollution, both air and noise pollution. In this 

regard, Beaulieu is much better than any of the other areas indicated in the 

survey. Green spaces also much better in Beaulieu. 

27  no info is the worst, it ruins life plans 

28  If I cannot be located in Beaulieu where I have a nice cycle ride out of town and 

which is also in the direction of my children's schools I would prefer being in the 

Schuman area which is nearer to my home. the NATO site would be the worst as it 

is really the wrong side of town from my home and my children's school and I do 

not really want to have to drive (it would be too far and unpleasant to cycle). 

Madou or Rogier would be a better fall back as both are at least connected by 

public transport 

29  Reallocation to EU quarter/madou should be done ASAP. Given the nature of my 

dg (REGIO), I need to daily coordinate with DG's from the EU quarter and BU is 

making the coordination extremely hard.  

30  Covent garden site would be ok for me, but not Madou. 

 

Although, both options are presented together in the survey. 

31  The Beaulieu site is well served for metro and bus, even when there is no public 

transport does not force us to get into traffic. Taking into account the last years 

that the COM buildings have been on red and yellow alert due to the attacks, the 

Beaulieu site is situated in a quite place, next to the European school and It is not 

crowded and thus safer. It is a motivating working environment.  

32  It would also might mean that I will be looking for another job (i.e. another DG) 

since there were talks that we might be relocated close to Gare du Nord. 

33  We would appreciate clarity as soon as possible 
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34  on questions 16 and 17 there should be a possibility to answer no or the result is 

wrong. It would be pertinent to ask also how much time we waste working in BU 

just to go to meetings in Council, BERL, EP etc. That is a great loss of HR time over 

a year while our HR have been shrinking. Morover, we lose a large number of 

training opportunities in BU and netwoking with other DGs is a catastrophy. 

35  Moving out from BU site will be distaster for my work/life balance and both my 

work & performance in the office and private life will suffer a lot 

36  Since I've been working in Beaulieu my quality of life has considerably improved 

and the stress linked to commuting and working in a polluted/stressful area like I 

did before (area of JosephII/Loi streets) is much lower. 

 

I consider that working in an area like Beaulieu is extremely important for my 

quality of life and work life balance. 

37  Good initiative thanks. 

 

Just, I am afraid the survey is missing some answers. Especially question 16 and 

17 would need to add the option "no". And as concern 17 in particular, one should 

also ask if we have a car or not. I won't need a parking card just because I don't 

have a car (with no interest in buying one) and if we moved to NATO I would be 

forced to change DG. 

 

Check also syntax in 10, 11 and 12. 

 

Hope it helps 

 

38  I really accept cold office in winter and (very) hot office in summer because air 

quality is much better here in the green region than in the Schuman Area/Madou 

etc.  

15 



 

 

39  since we are in beaulieu, i left the public transport to use my car. it took me 

1.30-2.00 hours per WAY! if i take the train metro, 1.30 hours!!! 

 

in the center, 40 minutes each way by train! for me: ecologic, cheaper, time 

saving! 

 

Please not at NATO, it will be even worse than what I am living right now!!!!thanks 

40  I am in favour to move towards the city center. It might become less comfortable 

in terms of distances and family arrangements, however it is more convenient by a 

working point of view (for meetings, trainings, participation in other EC events 

relevant to the professional development).  

41  Suggest to relocate to: Beaulieu, Audherghem, Watermael-Boitsfort, 

Woluwe-Saint-Pierre area. 

42  BU site is a quiet, green and friendly place. No huge noise and high air pollution as 

in Schuman or CG site. People working in Schuman area or CG should get 

additional payments for working in dangerous conditions due to the highest air 

pollution in Bru.I feel in BU site much more secure than in other sites. I am 

against moving from BU site as here could be only worse: high noise, high 

pollution, open space, high, cold buildings, traffic jams when commuting.  

43  I'm from DG REGIO. Before moving to Beaulieu in November 2013 we were in 

Merode. Until now I consider Merode the perfect site (close to other Commission 

buildings, close to city center and close to various public transport places). 

 

I commute (public transport) and moving to Beaulieu added at least 40 additional 

minutes to my daily commute (both ways). 

44  I hope we will move early in 2020. 
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45  Thanks for this survey, very useful BUT: How LGBT is supposed to be gender 

category?!! I'm a gay male, so what was I supposed to mark? If you wanted to 

give more options than male and female, you could have added "other". Also, I 

don't understand why there is "no" option for questions 16 and 17. I don't drive so 

even if we relocated to Arlon, I wouldn't be using a car. In question 7, there should 

be an option "does not apply" - not everyone has children.  

46  After around 23 years in the Schuman area, I specifically chose the Beaulieu area 

for transport facilities as well as for the atmosphere. I do not believe there is any 

real need to relocate us as there will be no added value. Quite the opposite. 

47  These survey is very difficult to answer given too wide scope of possibilities. 

Schuman area would be my preferred option (over BU); on the other hand NATO 

area would be a total disaster family and work wise....And Madou is much more 

preferred than Covent Garden in my case, so I don't know why these sites are 

merged together.... 

48  I walk to my office 40 minutes in the morning and run back home in the evening. 

This is perfect for me. No need motorised trasport to Beaulieu.  To move to the 

city center will discourage me to walk or run to the office due to pollution and 

traffic. I much prefer to stay in the Beaulieu area or greeener East of Brussels 

49  Very frustrating chaotic relocation "process". Terrible communication policy on 

something that has defining impacts on the professional and private lives of 

thousands and their families, in particular on our children. Amounting to lack of 

respect for COM staff. 

50  I greatly appreciate the serenity and space of Beaulieu combined with the 

convenience of being on a directly line 15 minutes by subway from Schuman. 
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51  The air quality in the COM Beaulieu site in general is a lot better than in the 

Schuman area, which is a very important factor for me. Also coming to the office 

in Beaulieu by bike is safer (both traffic and air quality wise) than when going to 

the Schuman area, not to speak of Madou or NATO areas. 

52  With regard to question 17 - parking in Beaulieu is NOT an issue which is an 

advantage for staff travelling from outside of Brussels. 

53  Moving to the Schuman area would be good for cooperation with other DGs and 

given public transport it should not be a problem to anyone. Nato is far away and 

inconvenient. 

 

This questionnaire contains various questions with a strong bias. Questions 16 and 

17, e.g., don't have the option 'no', which is really ridiculous and undermines any 

outcome of this survey. 

 

54  I vote for maintaining Commission office spaces in BU or very close neighborhood. 

55  I was told that we could be moved near North Station. Any move near 

Midi/Central/North station would help me saving time for my family, although the 

pollution in the Schuman area don't attract me there. NATO would be more 

difficult. 

 

Questions 16 and 17 miss a "No" reply 

56  NATO area would be a major transport problem. 

57  - I would not move to a more centric location. I live in green Auderghem and 

happy of it. 

 

- I would gave up using my bike daily since there is not separate and safe bike line 

from Beaulieu to Schuman. 

 

- The appropriatel anguage sections of European schools for my three kids are 

available only in Ixelles and Uccle. Moving northwards would force my kids to 

spend a lot of time daily just to reach the school. 

 

- The only positive outcome of a relocation would be having a better cantine at 

work. 
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58  I specifically those the BU site for being close to home and to be able to better 

combine family life and work.  Having to go to the city would considerable increase 

my travel time (1,5 to 2 hours instead of 20 min), which is frankly quite 

depressing.  Not only for me, but also all of my colleagues who live in the area 

with their family. Schumann area perhaps (because relatively easy access from BU 

area on the metro), but I cannot even imagine Covent Garden or Genève. 

59  Timely information would be appreciated 

60  Working in an AMC if the other DGs served by my AMC are to be relocated 

elsewhere in Brussels, I would prefer to be relocated as well as we provide 

proximity services to our clients. 

61  Beaulieu is very easily reachable for me by bike and car, which contributes to a 

good work life balance. This would not be the case if the Beaulieu site would be 

abandoned. Schuman would certainly take me the double of time and Madou / 

NATO sites would even be worse. I very much hope that the final decision to 

relocate BU staff has not yet been taken. 

62  Buildings and facilities at Beaulieu are clearly inferior to those in the Schuman area 

and Madou, but the location is an important reason why people have chosen to 

work here - this should be taken into account in deciding on whether or not to 

relocate. 

63  no 

64  Proximity of Beaulieu to motorway to Luxembourg is key for a DG like CNECT 

present on both sites. Proximity with European School of Ixelles (Bxl III) whilst not 

so far from Uccle (Bxl I) and Woluwe (Bxl II) is also very nie. Quality of life (forest 

to run) is great in Beaulieu. All our children's activities are organised thanks to the 

work-school proximity. 

65  Living outside Brussels with limited possibilities to use public transport, any option 

outside Beaulieu will be very problematic for my family life. 
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66  Staff should be informed in a transparent way about the move and in general any 

other issues concerning our working environment. 

 

 

 

In view of the planned (?) move it has been absolutely wasteful from OIB to 

replace toilet paper holders in every WC, to paint certain corridors, upgrade the 

meeting rooms, etc. 

67  For questions 16 and 17, I wanted to answer "No" - Beaulieu is pretty much the 

furthest point for me to go to work and still reachable with public transportm, so 

with the current transport system, I would not resort to having to get to work via 

motorized transport when going elsewhere. However, the questions are designed 

not to allow such an answer. 

68  Why can't we still have the choice to stay in Beaulieu? If the rationale was to have 

all DGs together to reduce mobilities, then we have to go to the Schuman area. 

But in that case, why are all the other options even considered? For me, either we 

all move to Schuman for practical reasons or we stay in Beaulieu. 

 

69  -The survey does not take into account the possibility to move to a building which 

might be easy to access, BUT in open spaces. I would prefer to go to the Schuman 

area with a 'private' office than remain in Beaulieu in open spaces...(see Q. 13) 

 

-The replies to questions 16 and 17 are biased: why can't we reply "no" to those 

questions ? 

 

-Q. 10-11-12 should be "how difficult it WOULD BE for us if we had to..." 
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70  This survey is made a bit bias (incopmleat) for several questions: 

 

-  (7) assuming that everyone has children; 

 

-  (16) & (17) -  I come by car to BU but if we would be moved to Schuman area I 

would use public transport 

 

- Also there are very different EC buildings in Schuman area and there are 

different working conditions in them, so I can not answer question (15) if I do not 

know exact EC building to be reallocated! 

71  Lots of colleagues working in the DGs located at Beaulieu chose to do so partly 

because of its location. For these DGs, changing site might mean loss of staff who 

would change DGs 

72  Before deciding to close a site, the opinion of the staff concerned should be sought 

by the administration. 

 

The impact on carbon emissions, loss of time in transport and indirect effects such 

as stress and tiredness, impact on family life should be duly assessed and 

mitigated as much as possible. 

 

If BU is to close, relocation needs to happen the nearest possible from Beaulieu 

73  Our whole family life depends on BU area and this only makes it acceptable to live 

in Brussels at all.  

74  Most of the colleagues at Beaulieu site have organised their lives around the place 

of work including schools. Moving to the center might imply to move to 80-90% 

part-time to be able to bring and pick up their kids from the school on time. 

75  the survey neglects the value of the neighbourhood, especially of the promenade 

du chemin de fer. it is an important element for me and many other colleagues 

working in BU: a chance to have a walk or a good run during the lunch break. 

76  NATO is also more quiet and good location similar to BU site other trafic congested 

Schuman area and tight parking spaces. 
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77  I don't mind working in an open space. 

 

For me, Madou, Gare du Nord or NATO is a clear reason to try to change DG. It will 

be too difficult to organise my family life in these sites.  

78  Many colleagues working in Beaulieu were under the assumption that DG ENV 

would stay in Beaulieu and have bought/rented housing in that area or along the 

E411.This is my case.Commuting to Schuman would require leaving the car in the 

Beaulieu area and taking the metro to Schuman cf. limited parking space and 

dense traffic. But at least there would be a direct metro line. This is not the case 

for Madou (from Beaulieu). And the NATO area would require to go with the car 

and be stuck in the traffic. 

79  I live 50km south from Brussels and have to drop children to school before 

heading to Brussels. If relocated outside Beaulieu, Schuman area would extend 

and complicate my travel time but would still be feasible especially if I can count 

on parking place and combined with 1-2 days of telework per week and/or 

part-time. Being relocated to MADOU, NATO or similar would simply mean having 

to change DG, which I would very much regret. Clear OIB information enough in 

advance would be appreciated! 

80  Personally moving away from the Beaulieu side would be preferable given it would 

make my commute easier. 

 

 

 

I am surprised the questionnaire doesn't ask other relevant questionm like work 

environment. Also here I think it is an improvement, notably to go to Schuman 

given one is closer to other services. 

81  A relocation close to NATO would be the worst choice for people using public 

transport. 
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82  Why can't I answer "no" to questions 16 and 17? In fact, to come to Beaulieu I use 

my car as it is the most convenient mode of transport from where I live. However 

if relocated to Madou or Schuman I would use public transport in combination with 

the car. Perhaps more env friendly but a lot more inconvenient. 

 

I like Beaulieu but it is not the end of the world to have to move elsewhere (except 

to the NATO area ;-) 

83  Near NATO would be absolutely horrible and a big downgrade - really to be 

avoided. Closer to Schuman would be ok. 

84  Some of the questions are not very clear, asthe would depend on where we are 

going to be relocated (such as questioon 6, 7) Moreover, why the option "no" is 

not foreseen for questions 16 and 17? 

85  It must be guaranteed that REGIO is not spilt over several buildings again 

86  The sites that have been proposed are located in completely different areas and 

would thus have a very different impact on the same individual! The extended 

incertitude has been lowering staff’s opportunities to change position in case of 

unbearable impact on everyday lives and it should be disclosed ASAP. Work in 

 

DG REGIO implies a lot of missions and visitors and meeting s in the Schuman 

area: being relocated to Rogier or Evere would make it quite difficult for all to 

perform our work. 

87  Please let's stay in BEAULIEU! 

 

 

 

I didn not want to put stars for Covent Garden or NATO - botton line: I don't want 

to work there! 
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88  I hope all DGs located in the Beaulieu area are moved as soon as possible. 

 

It is not only a question fo coming to work and back but also a lot of time spend 

travelling to meetings in the Schuman area, Porte de Namur or Rogier. 

 

Being located in Beaulieu also limits possibilities to socialise during lunchtime or do 

necessary shopping. So more time on these is wasted after work or in weekends. 

 

No to question 16 and 17. 

89  Please, assess the problems which will emerge for those who remain in BU25 and 

for 4 expected years in BU 29, 31, 33 after the relocation of staff and 

services/facilities in 2020 and 2024.  

90  I'm totally against it!!! 

 

It will be a loss of quality of life and of work! The Atrium is very Very convivial. 

 

The location in the green is perfect for DG Environment. For me it's near school 

and home. Just need to cross the park. 

 

This building is PERFECT!  

91  For the time being, I am using bike for commuting. Any future workplace should 

be also accessible by bike lanes. From this perspective, Madou/Coven Garden 

areas are completely inapropriate to me. Schuman area would be more suitable.  

92  I actually commute minimum 4 hours a day. It used to be 

bicycle-train-train-metro-walk and walk-metro-train-train-bicycle. As I have a 

problem with my eyesight now I cannot ride my bike anymore so I am depending 

on my family to bring/to pick me up from the station at my home village. Working 

at the Brussels North station or at Schuman would be easier for me because the 

metro and train station are close 
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93  Thanks for the survey. However it is not a well elaborated questionnaire. If there 

are four possible area why don't you cover all four with the same questions e.g. 

average commuting time? If there are 'yes' and 'don't know' answers, why don't 

we have a 'no' option too? What does 'other EU COM sites in Brussels' mean? 

NATO area and Schuman area cannot be considered both as 'other' when we have 

to make comparison to Beaulieu. 

94  I prefer to stay at Beaulieu. But if REGIO has to move, move only to the Schuman 

area. 

95  Other parameters (quality of work, less noise, better working relations due to 

proximity) have not been taken into account. These parameters would certainly 

give additional points to Beaulieu. 

96  I can cycle to Beaulieu (using the cycling route). That mitigates the fact, that there 

is no reasonable public transport option. 

 

Schuman is on metro network, Madou is rather far for me. 

 

NATO area would be a good option but it would require commuting by car.  

97  I don't think this survey really meets the criteria of being unbiased. For example: 

 

Question 7 is not valid for me but there is no option to say so, just don't know. 

 

Questions 16 and 17 should have No as an option! This suggests a presumption 

about the answer as do a number of the other questions. 

 

The answer to question 15 would depend on which site. 

 

As a result of these and other biasses I think the results of this survey are 

probably not very valid. This is disappointing. 

98  NATO area should be avoided. Is far and there is no metro around it Best option 

would be to move to Schuman area close to the EP, Council CoR and EESC 

 

25 



 

 

99  Never to NATO! 

10

0 
The NATO area might as well be on the Moon. I would walk or use public transport 

to Schuman, Beaulieu or Madou but Evere is difficult to get to and isolated. Avoid!  

 

 

 

10

1 
A move back to the city center would make my life livable again. Now I travel 

more than 3 hours a day; so the sooner the better. Long distance commuting is 

very depressing. 

10

2 
Commission should buy the Beaulieu buildings and renovate them! 

10

3 
- I don't think there's much office space available around  Beaulieu 

 

- The 'garderie' facilities in Beaulieu are great for employees with children. It 

would be a shame to lose this service in the new office location. 

 

- No parking space should be reserved in the new office beyond director's level 

(why do HoU and deputy HoU have reserved parking space in Beaulieu, and not in 

other DGs located elsewhere?) 

10

4 
The Beaulieu site is well connected and offers better work environment. Building 

needs renovation but should not be dismissed. 

10

5 
As a single mother of 3, my main concern is on the travelling/commuting time and 

complexity. ( balance work/private life). Moving to Schuman could be possible with 

the train, but I would loose a lot of flexibility when needed. 

 

Leaving outside Brussels, working in Madou is really difficult, and NATO would be a 

nightmare! Either I would need to reduce my working hours ( but then as an SC 

official, I will have a financial problem), or I would simply have to change job - 

change DG, Institution. 
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10

6 
Wherever that new place would be it should: 

 

- be safe to travel there and back espacially at dark, 

 

- have good natural lighted offices with all office desks near natural light sources 

 

- it should have low noice levels, especially with open windows 

 

- it should have clean air or clean and silent air ventilation systems 

 

- it should be close to public transport (max 5 minutes walk) 

 

- it should have a canteen or eating facilities 5-10 minutes walking distance 

10

7 
If we have to relocate, I would prefer a Commission site either in Schuman or 

Merode area!  

10

8 
If we change for another Commission building for me it's ok in the area of Shuman 

and in Madou is not too bad. But if it's in NATO area I should change my 

appartment too because to go everyday is too far. But for the other side it will be 

good for taking the plane. It should be good to know in advance where we go to 

work to have time in case of I need to change the place that I live now. 

10

9 
There are two aspects of the worksite which are not fully captured: 

 

1. Getting to and from work (captured) 

 

2. Need to get to meetings in Schumann area 

11

0 
I believe that w do not have much choice. I live in Tervuren area and it is easiest 

to get for me to Beaulieu (half of days by bike since there is a nice bile lane and 

half of days by car). Alternatively, I could follow a similar pattern for the Schuman 

location. It would be more problematic to get to Madou/Covent Garden and the 

NATO so I would most likely have to use the car and it would considerably 

lengthen my travel. 
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11

1 
Relocation as such is understandable and may be needed. It would be better to 

know advance, as people need to plan their lives (renting houses, school for kids). 

As a national expert without the school bus being paid by the Commission, I would 

have difficulties in particular if bringing kids to the EEBIII and travelling into an 

office without a direct transport connection (Schumann is ok, Madou needs change 

of Metro, Nato site is close to unreachable by public transport in a reasonable 

time) 

11

2 
Remarks on questionnaire: 

 

Q15, there is no option for those who don't have a family. Furthermore, there are 

only two options but in reality it depends on where we move. 

 

Q16 is completely dependent on where we go, so it doesn't say much. 

 

 

 

It is also strange to have an "LGBT" option for gender, since lesbian, gay and bi 

are sexual orientations and not gender. Trans (the "t" in LGBT) is a gender 

identity, but it would be better to have "other" as an option. 

11

3 
I don't have a car and will not have one. I will have to spend 50 minutes more per 

day in the transport at least (if in NATO area, I would find another job because it 

will be impossible to reach this area). 

11

4 
My preference go to Covent Garden 

11

5 
traffic is almost never an issue for Beaulieu, even when there are strikes. In 

addition, to get to my sons school (now 1 km) would become much more difficult 

and in some cases very difficult from other COM locations. Furthermore, taking the 

bike is now easy for me, whereas when I tried this for the Schuman area I had to 

give it up because it was simply to dangerous. It would require me to exclusively 

use motorized transport and/or metro. For the locations even farther away my 

travel time triples 
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11

6 
Beaulieu, even if not so close to the other Commission buildings, is perfectly 

connected by metro, so it is an idea location to contribute to life quality, traffic 

reduction and congestion. Moving to the center would go aganst these objectives. 

Moving to NATO area would force to always use a car. 

11

7 
why not launching a survey (by OIB or DG HR) among all staff currently on the 

Beaulieu site to get their preferences among several possible relocation sites 

identified by OIB and see if there is a clear majority for a specific site ? 

11

8 
it is important to conserve the very well established and communicated green 

image of DG ENV, that it has currenty with its building integrated into nature, with 

even having trees growing in the atrium. This can best be achieved if DG ENv is 

relocated to a building in the same area. 

11

9 
questions 16 and 17 do not allow for a NO. In both cases I'll use anyway public 

transport, or even walking (depending on the area in Brussels) 

12

0 
why the questions 15/16 and 17 include only two options? Commission sites are 

not all the same in terms of quality of life and I would finally stop using the car if 

moved in Schuman area. I consider Beaulieu a bad place for accessibility and 

environment (mainly accessed by cars), for work (too far from other 

services/institutions, bad quality of the offices, awful cantine) and to receive 

external hosts. Not to mention the total absence of services and facilities of any 

kind in this area.  

12

1 
1. Communication to REGIO staff regarding the upcoming move is non-existent. 

Keeping us up to date on what is happening (above all - which sites are still 

considered) should be key! 

 

2. A large part of REGIO staff seriously considers changing DG if we move outside 

of BU area (I saw that already a few years ago when REGIO left Merode - dozens 

of applications from REGIO to my then DG in the Loi area). 
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12

2 
If DG REGIO moves to Madou, NATO or North Station/Manhattan, I will have to 

leave the DG for practical reasons, unfortunately. 

12

3 
-is gender truly relevant in the context of the survey? and while LGBT can refer to 

one's gender identity, it might not be the best choice of word here. 

 

-while the location is important also the office facilities are important factor for a 

good working environment, but this is not considered in the survey. 

 

-the survey seems very biased to certain situation/status/location 

 

-a motorized vehicle is not an option at all for all 

 

be more careful and thorough when sending these kinds of surveys 

12

4 
Schuman / Merode area would be acceptable, however, moving far away to NATO 

or Rogier area might create many difficulties for me, my household and in general 

for work/private life balance.  

12

5 
I value the quality of life that Beaulieu location gives us in terms of environment. 

It also makes it possible for me to cycle for 20-25 minutes, which is very beneficial 

for my health. A relocation around the NATO area does'nt allow for the same safe 

cycling, Open space for me who needs quiet to focus is a no-go. 

12

6 
Schuman area would be convenient for me but the other locations would not.  

12

7 
I would be delighted to move from Beaulieu 

12

8 
I live in Uccle - NATo ist just the worse situation, Beaulieu is a very nice place, 

helps building  relations with ENV collègues and from a personal perspective  (air 

qualité in Schuman area!!!), but not for networking with collègues from other DGs. 

Beaulieu Uccle by public transport is really bad (bus takes often 1h for 4,8 km).  

12

9 
In the Beaulieu site we are not in the pollution as for the Schuman area and Cie. 
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13

0 
The Beaulieu site is the ideal place for me to come by bicycle. On question 16, I 

cannot know whether a relocation to another site from Beaulieu force would force 

me to resort to motorized transport instead of non-motorized transport and/or 

public transport without knowing the place; if in Schumann, I would certainly take 

the metro.  

13

1 
I like the country side, provided the bulidings are confortable and modern, which is 

not the case at present. 

13

2 
Rumours are killing us... If this decision is made and irrevocable, it would be good 

to have a clear plan ahead. 

 

I am worried that I might need to change school for my kid (emotional impact - we 

are already strangers, he will be an outsider, hopping schools and friends) and /or 

to move house (cost). 

 

From the eco point of view, mostly we would be sad if the family will be "forced" to 

buy a car.  

13

3 
Could you revise questions 16 and 17 to have "No" as a possible answer? Schuman 

is much better covered in public transport, so, I think that "no" would be a logical 

answer for quite many colleagues. 

 

I would be in favour of moving closer to Schuman, as this would also facilitate 

attendance of trainings, which is almost impossible now, as it would require at 

least 1h in plus for travelling to Philippe le Bon and back. The same applies for 

conferences, which most take place in Borchette, CHAR.  

13

4 
Your proposed replies questions 15-17 are incomplete, do not allow a precise 

answer. 

13

5 
I want to work in the Schuman area, where it is easy to get, easy to have 

meetings with colleagues, there are lunch and shopping options and it is not at the 

edge of the city. 
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13

6 
My son is in Berkendael and my request to have him at the Beaulieu garderie has 

always been rejected. 

 

Taking him after school at beaulieu is so-so for my wife has she has barely the 

time to come from her work to pick him at beaulieu and easy for me in case where 

she think she will be there too late. If I move into any other place, That picking 

point would be impossible for me to get in time in urgency and moving it to 

another place nearest to my work place would make it very hard for my wife. 

13

7 
I find the questionaire biased, and therefore it will not provide an objective result. 

 

 

 

It is for example not possible to answer 15, 16 or 17 as I would like to. 16 and 17 

would be NO and for 15, it would surely depend on which site was choosen instead 

of Beaulieu. It would be ok for me to work in the Schuman area, but not in Madou 

or Covent Garden or a site near Nato (Rue de Geneve). 

13

8 
Q17 and Q18 should have included "no" option. 

 

 

 

It is preferable that the policy DGs are close together to enhance interactions and 

efficiency.  

13

9 
BU site is preferable in my particular situation (commuting from southern suburbs; 

no need to drive into the city, relatively easy train connection to Delta).  

14

0 
Nato site would be really begative change for professional and personal reasons.  

14

1 
Against Nato or other sites no tin Schuman as it will complicate communication 

with other DGs. 

14

2 
Schuman area is still acceptable but not Coven Garden! 

 

This could facilitate interactions and synergies with other DGs. 
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14

3 
Moving from Beaulieu would be better for my private AND professional life (except 

if it is to move to NATO) 

 

Why are only 3 options présentes? Would gare du Midi not be an option too? 

14

4 
Question 15 should have had the possibility "Don't know". It's a wide open 

question and I really don't know! 

14

5 
The advantages/disadvantages for me depend on the exact site of the reallocation 

(Some sites are better for me than Beaulieu but some are much worse) 

14

6 
Relocation to NATO would force me to go by car, while now I use public transport 

and bicycle 

14

7 
Cycling to Beaulieu from home is easier than it would be if I had to cycle to other 

Commission sites. 

 

I have cycle paths most of the way 

14

8 
It will be very difficult to change of DG for my family and if we change I really 

should be in schuman and find a train and loose more than 3h a week in 

transportation. 

 

Would it be possible to propose jobs in other DG in Beaulieu forst to the people of 

REGIO 

 

14

9 
It would affect both children as well as we would need another garderie. 

 

 

 

In the end relocation of the office and of the garderie is likely to force me to 

reduce working hours soas to be able to care for my still small children properly.  

15

0 
Not a good idea; Staff has made living choice based on this site, why make it more 

difficult for us without need? 

15

1 
It would certainly complicate my life a lot, being a divorced father and having my 

kids at the European School in Ixelles. I cannot even foresee how I would manage 

to reconcile my family and professional life. 
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15

2 
The biggest problem for me is the lack of canteen in CLIMA - it is impossible to get 

to know new people. As a newcommer it is extremely difficult and very isolated. 

 

Logisticly BU-area suits me very well.  

15

3 
I would appreciate if DG REGIO could relocate, if necessary, to the Schuman area 

rather than to a more remote area.  

15

4 
What to do with children. I would make no sense for people living close to here 

and having children in Uccle, Ixelles or Berkendael make them travel to garderie in 

the city center or NATO and then back to Watermael/ Auderghem/ Ixelles/ Uccle. 

We would not only add more than one our commuting to parents but also to 

children. We will all need a nanny, which is difficult to find and expensive. 

 

Additional time difficult to estimate because depending not only on office but also 

garderie location. 

15

5 
Make better and clearer questions/answer for such a survey! 

15

6 
Would be forced totake combination of Car/TEC+Train+STIB.It's time consuming 

and it costs a lot (Com don't reimburse all of them). For now I stay in Beaulieu - 

however if other colleagues leave what will happen here (nursery is closing by 

2020 -going to the centre for the creche would oblige me to spent another hour to 

bring my child and pick him up) what about canteen cafeteria other services 

provided now we will stay alone here? No communication on anything... 

15

7 
Relocation to Covent Garden or Nato area would be logistically so impossible for 

my family that I would be forced to change DG in order to stay at least in the 

Schuman area. 

15

8 
Pourquoi louer ou acheter ailleurs alors que l'on parle de crise partout. On vient de 

faire des travaux pour espace cafétéria - c'est incensé. On est déjà critiqué pour 

tellement d'argent jeté par la fenêtre alors qu'il serait plus avantageux d'améliorer 

ce que l'on a. STOP A L'ARGENT JETE. STOP AU DEMENAGEMENT MULTIPLE.  
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15

9 
Travel time, motorised or non-motorised transport, family's quality of life... for me 

all depends on vicinity of train station. Therefore, Covent Garden and Madou are 

two very different cases, as Covent Garden is much closer to the train station. Also 

in Evere, a new office could be either close to or far from the train station. 

 

 

 

Issue not addressed in this survey:  if we were to move to an open space office, 

that would affect my quality of work a lot (in the negative sense). 

16

0 
Beaulieu DGs form a sort of 'family', working together and helping each other in 

areas of common interest e.g. canteen. For us, proximity is very important to 

deliver good HR services and I believe proximity is why AMC 3 is well liked and 

appreciated. 

16

1 
As part of consideration, buildings of Avenue Herrmann-Debroux 52-54, 1160 

Auderghem could work. 

 

 

 

In case of relocation, the additional commuting time could be offset as recognised 

working time (for a fixed period), and should be accompanied by active support for 

use of flexible working arrangements. eg 1h additional commute a day could be 

balanced with 1 day of structural telework a week. 

 

16

2 
I would have liked to reply NO to questions 16 and 17 but among the answers the 

NO is not listed.. 

16

3 
please consider that there are potentially other categories of personnel impacted 

by this relocation, aside from the one working on the site. in my particular case, I 

live close to Beaulieu and we use this garderie for our kids, even if I work in 

Schumann area. 

16

4 
Inform staff (i.e. PEOPLE) please, thank you! 
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16

5 
Avoid NATO or other outside locations, except if around BU. 

 

Avoid locations which are not on metro line 1-5 

 

16

6 
I have always been working in the Beaulieu area since I started in the Commission 

in 2001. We chose the location of our family house when we bought it in 2004 

because it is located near Beaulieu area. We chose the school of our 3 children 

(not a European school) because it is near the Beaulieu area. Changing my place 

of work would be a real heavy burden on our family life and would mean loosing 

much more time in transport. I cannot imagine it. It would be a disaster for me... 

16

7 
As a parent of a kid in the Beaulieu creche I find it difficult to accept that we have 

not been informed at all about the future of our kids when the creche is supposed 

to be closing down in only a year. The whole situation is less than ideal and the 

fact that we (employees and kids, families after all) are not being taken at all into 

account is unacceptable.  

16

8 
Si cela peut servir à quelque chose, l'emplacement Beaulieu est idéal pour ma 

situation. 

 

Bouger dans une autre zone ne me permettrait plus de travailler au sein des 

institutions car le temps de parcours doublerait et me forcerait à devoir influer sur 

ma vie familiale. Je serais payer 8h alors que je passerait 11h en dehors de ma 

famille. Cela ne me paraît pas acceptable pour une telle institution qui prône 

toutes une série de droits aux gouvernements adhérents mais qui ne les respecte 

pas... 

16

9 
Je suis venue à l'AMC3 (BU29) parce qu'elle se trouvait à Beaulieu et donc si on 

quitte ce site pour partir de l'autre côté de Bruxelles, je chercherai un autre poste 

dans un bâtiment plus facile d'accès 

17

0 
Not possible to combine work and family life in back in the center 

36 



 

 

17

1 
Considering the difficulties of commuting to work more than an hour a day, I 

would consider moving the whole family. In this case, not only me, but many other 

people who have found rentals near Bealieu, would have to pay early termination 

fees. 

17

2 
Staff should be informed of the definitive date of the move (if a move is indeed 

decided) at least 2 years in advance. 

17

3 
I worked in offices near Schuman for over 12 years and it became increasingly 

terrible over time - air and sound pollution, over population, traffic jams, it was 

intolerable. The Maelbeck massacre and the usless evacuation response was the 

last straw for me and a few months after the bomb went off meters from  my 

office building I happily left the quartier. I hope never to return there. Even if I 

enjoy my work, I would change DG/job again to avoid such a horrid and unsafe 

working area.  

17

4 
For families with children in EEB3 using BU afterschool childcare, a relocation to 

the centre would be disastrous. Many families live in the area south of BU 

(Overijse, la Hulpe, Wavre etc). Children would have to go in the opposite direction 

of their homes to go to a central childcare site and then go back out of Bxl via the 

BU area to get home.Families will be arriving home on average 30-40 ' later due to 

traffic which cuts down considerably the little quality family time available on 

weekdays 

17

5 
The Beaulieu location was a key element in my choice of DG to work in. This 

location improves my work-life balance and is environment friendly, as I can walk 

or bike to come to the office. 

 

A concentration of all the Commission offices in the European Quarter will increase 

even more the trafic congestion of the area, which is in contradiction with the 

environemental priorities of the Commission.  
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17

6 
What about people with disabilities? There are plenty of nice buildings to rent in 

the Beaulieu area, other than this one if we have to leave this one. Think in terms 

of pollution, quality of life, children, and all ppl in the area (overijse, hoeilaart, la 

hulpe, genval,...). What about relocating INEA agency and take the building for us 

(Chasse, EEB3)? Think also in terms of mobility when they destroy the Audreghem 

viaduct (planned)... 

17

7 
Question 16 is missing NO anwser - I would have chosen it as I come to work by 

car 

 

 

 

With regard to question 17 - I have a parking space in BU and I would need one in 

NATO as well 

 

Question 17 doesn't seem to cover such situation 

 

17

8 
We had just bought a house in the outskirts of Brussels within easy reach of 

Beaulieu when I heard first rumours of a relocation. My entire family organisation 

relies on the fact that I take only about 15 to go to work and home. Having to 

travel to Schuman/Madou/Nato would be very difficult for me now. 

17

9 
I drive to Beaulieu (in office by 7:45 most days). I pick up my children around 

17-17:30 to return home in time for homework/dinner. 

 

If I were to work more centrally (or worst in the city but with no metro) then I 

would take public transport with  equivalent commuting time to Schuman area. 

The difference lies in the after work. It would take much longer to collect the kids 

and go home so I would likely have them return home with the bus and take a 

80-90% work pattern in order to commute back. 
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18

0 
Environmental/Health issues should be taken under consideration for the 

stay/move as well. 

 

 

 

Remark on the survey: for questions 8 and 9 - you go per minute values (eg.: 

11-15;, 16-20') while occasionally omitting some values (eg.: 16-20' followed by 

26-30' with missing 21-25' or 36-40' followed by 46-50' with missing 41-45').  for 

questions 16 and 17 option 'No' would be useful as alternative to 'Yes' and 'Don't 

know' 

18

1 
Working in some sites would require a serious reorganization of our life - the 

earlier we know what is likely to happen, the better it is. Staying in the Beaulieu 

area would of course "resolve" all the worries...  

18

2 
Beaulieu site means for me and my family high work-life balance. it is much 

healthier for me to work in a green and not so noisy aread. It helps to stay calm 

and concentrated and focused on your work instead of jumping around because of 

all the distractions and difficulties in noisy areas like Schuman and Rogier and too 

remote areas like Nato. 

18

3 
I did not spot questions on the quality of the workplace in Beaulieu. Indeed this 

could be improved compared with BU 1-11 with regard to the temperature in the 

offices cooling/heating.  

18

4 
Much more clarity should be given to the timing and destination of the move. In 

addition staff should be given at least a year's notice before the move to try and 

adjust their lives to suit the new location. Options such as teleworking and 

part-time working should also be highly supported for any staff that request it.  

18

5 
We need more information as to the timing and options considered for relocation.  

18

6 
Could OIB let us know ASAP about the new offices location? Not knowing has huge 

implications on registration of kids in European schools, crèche, where should I 

buy a house etc 
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18

7 
I would like to move out of Beaulieu to the European quarter 

18

8 
No NATO 

18

9 
I would definitely prefer Schuman or Place Luxembourg as it is much closer to the 

school which my son attends and to my apartment. More than that, I can get 

easily and quickly by metro wherever I want (no car needed). For me, Beaulieu is 

too far in order to be able to pick up my son from school in due time, I am always 

obliged to find alternative solutions. Not to mention how early I have to leave my 

home in the morning and how late I arrive home in the afternoon... 

19

0 
Covent Garden should be separated from Madou as CG is next to North Station 

(train crossing Brussels) and metro and tram stations, while Madou has limited 

access by car, 1 metro line and no train station. 

 

 

 

Why LGBT ? "No gender" would be more suitable, wouldn't it be? 

19

1 
I work 80% for work life balance and working in the city, ie schuman etc, would 

make it extremely hard for me to collect my kids and manage my hours.  I would 

have to consider lowering my part time work which I do not want to do because of 

the workload I have. 

19

2 
Beaulieu 9 is lovely and motivating building; clean; green; luminous site with 

garderie and great space inside. Even if I cross the whole Brussels every day in 

traffic; I love to come here and wouldn't change it for any building in the center 

nor in the NATO site. On top of it my daughter is here in garderie and her school is 

in Ixelles. 

 

Recently they put a lot of money to its renovation; why to leave it now???? We are 

so rich to waste money of the EU taxpayers? 
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19

3 
There have been rumours of relocation for over 10 years. It would be nice to know 

to what extent relocation is actually being seriously considered or not. In general, 

there is no transparency around this topic.  

19

4 
For me personally the location of DG REGIO in the Beaulieu site was one of the 

reasons why I decided to work for this DG. I greatly appreciate the non-central 

location of Beaulieu site as I am able to walk/bike to work and save a lot of time 

that I can spend with my children instead of being stuck in traffic, still working 

relatively long hours. I organised the whole private logistics of my family around 

this location and I was severaly dissapointed hearing about the move! 

19

5 
The main issue is accessibility with the metro.  I understand it is Commission 

policy to choose offices near metro stops now. 

19

6 
Je viens travailler en voiture et j'arrive par la E411, donc travailler sur le site de 

Beaulieu est  super intéressant pour moi ! je tiens beaucoup à y rester... 

19

7 
Now I come by car to Beaulieu after dropping off kids at school in Woluwe (we live 

in a town in Flanders). If I would relocate to a building downtown Brussels I would 

take public transport but this would take me a lot longer due to traffic going in/out 

of Brussels hence quality of life with my family would become worse. 

19

8 
Beaulieu is an exceptional site of the Commission allowing colleagues coming from 

outside Brussels (south) to arrive in a convenient amount of time at work. Working 

in town is very burdensome if one takes into account the numerous 

demonstrations where no public transport will be available and commuting is at 

risk. 

 

19

9 
The difficulty comes from the fact, that my kid is at creche here, which he is very 

fond of. I would like to continue his education in this permises until he is ready to 

go to school (he is 2 now). 
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20

0 
Closing the Beaulieu site would be very detrimental for our family, would force me 

to waist more time commuting instead of spending time with my children. It would 

strongly impact on my motivation and I'm certain my results would be suboptimal. 

20

1 
I have some issues with this survey. 

 

 

 

1) I do not think it is acceptable to be forced to give gender information (besides 

the fact that LGBT is not a gender). 

 

2) There should be a "no" answer for questions 16 & 17. The idea that anyone will 

be "forced" to resort to motorised transport is a somewhat leading question. It is 

always a choice. No matter how convenient it is, some can always claim they are 

"forced" by circumstance. 

 

3) I do not regard Madou and Covent Garden as the same area. 

20

2 
Schuman area would still be an acceptable solution for professional reasons 

20

3 
Question 16: Answer  'No' is missing. I would still use public transport if we were 

in the city center and it would be easier for me because there are better and more 

frequent connections from my home to the city center. 

20

4 
I find Beaulieu as a working location difficult in terms of choice for lunch for 

example or to conduct admin tasks during the lunch break (eg post office/bank) 

which are lacking in the area. I also would find it beneficial to be closer to other 

institutions/COM buildings to make it easier to exchange with colleagues from 

other DGs as currently it takes a lot of travelling time to attend meetings with 

colleagues from other DGs. It is also not convenient on a personal level. 
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20

5 
I personally will be very affected by this moving as I have my baby girl in the 

Beaulieu crèche and my son in the Beaulieu garderie. If we move and we won’t get 

any alternatives for the nursery or garderie, it will be very difficult for us to 

commute to work and bring/collect the children to/from school. We also leave in 

the Beaulieu area.I would appreciate to receive the relevant information regarding 

a possible move well in advance and i hope that the current date (Dec 2020) can 

be extended. 

 

20

6 
I would like to remain here because this is the ideal emplacement for DG 

environment. It is visit card for visitors and guests. Moreover, it is a very friendly 

and inclusive working environment. I would be ready to travel three times longer 

just to stay here. This building gives an additional meaning to our work. 

20

7 
Advantageous transport-wise for me personally to be in Beaulieu.  I live outside of 

the ring, no practical public transport available without considerable transfer time 

from home to the public transport. However, if staying in Beaulieu means working 

here without canteen, cafeteria, creche/garderie etc and being in the middle of a 

building site I would prefer a move to the Schuman area as the lesser of evils. 

 

A move to COV /MAD would absolutely lead me to leave my DG. 

 

  

20

8 
There are cheaper solutions to relocation ... taxpayers money should not be 

wasted ... instead of spending money in new buildings and sites make this one eco 

friendly and sustainable 

20

9 
I relocated from the Schuman area to Beaulieu on purpose to increase my quality 

of familly life and to gain better life/work balance. 
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21

0 
DG REGIO provides substantial funding for regions, cities, stakeholders and MS. 

REGIO should receive and host visitors who are keen to learn how their regions 

(could) benefit from EU funding. Beaulieu is a deterrent for visitors as it is too far 

away. Ensuring that DG REGIO moves back to a more central location will facilitate 

visits and improve access, interaction with other services and raise visibility. A site 

near NATO would certainly be even worse than Beaulieu. 

21

1 
Any other location would practically be better than Beaulieu 

21

2 
Question 7 - it depends - if moved to Schuman easier, if Madou, Geneve or NATO 

much much worse than Beaulieu 

 

Question 13 - again it depends. In Schuman I'd be happier, in 

Madou/Geneve/NATO I'd be thoroughy unhappy and would rather stick to Beaulieu 

 

Question 15 - again it depends. Schuman would be increasing my household 

quality of LIFE, Madou/Geneve/Nato would worsen my household quality of life 

very much 

 

Question 16 and 17 - why isn't there a  'no' answer'?  

21

3 
Beaulieu is a socialising trap, without restaurants or other places to meet with 

other colleagues. Commuting to other DGs for meeting is not straightforward. 

Relocating close to NATO would be even worse in this aspect. 

 

EC offices should be accessible by bike and lean public transport. 

21

4 
no 

21

5 
I live outside the city with kids going to the Ixelles european school (outside the 

scope of the school bus). 

 

Changing location would create huge trouble for me and my kids. 

 

Thank you for the survey. 
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21

6 
I prefer Schuman, Merode or Madou. 

 

Madou and Covent garden must not be put in the same basket as their 

accessibility by public transport (likely to require change of lines, thus more time) 

and especially by BIKE (terrible uphill if you are coming from the South area of 

Brussels!!)  is not the same!!! 

 

I would be happy with Madou but not with covent garden clearly. 

21

7 
Many colleagues have moved, some have even bought property near the Beaulieu 

area in order to be close to work. Living close to work actually allows many of us 

to stay overtime when needed, which I personnaly would  not do if I needed to 

spend time in the public transport. Working for the environment, I want to be in 

walkin distance from work, but I would not like to move in order to come to work. 

It is very stressful having to take public transport or the car in order to come to 

work. 

21

8 
An important criterion is also the quality/nature of the new building, in addition to 

its location. 

21

9 
What I enjoy in Beaulieu is the BUILDING (BU 5/9) more than the area. I think 

that the survey is not very well designed from this point of view as no questions 

are asked on the building itself.  

22

0 
Beaulieu is a residential district and most of the people who work there organised 

their lifes and those of their families locally (buy houses, send children to schools, 

etc). Apart from negative impacts on the family lifes, relocation of the office into 

any other area (as all options proposed are distant) will trigger additional 

transportation needs into already congested parts of Brussels.  

22

1 
no 

22

2 
BU 1-9 is a nice building. However,working in the BU area means that contacts 

with other DGs and networking with colleagues in other DGs are severely 

hampered and leads to lot of time lost commuting to meetings in the Schuman 

area. 
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22

3 
I would have the following comment: Question 16 should have a NO as option as 

well 

 

My answer to 16 is NO but I had to select I don't know not to reply yes 

 

 

 

16Would a relocation to another site from Beaulieu force you to resort to 

motorized transport instead of non-motorized transport and/or public transport? 

 

 

 

NO 

 

 

 

Best Regards 

 

  

 

22

4 
I find it essential to consult the staff about any such relocation projects. 

Relocations like this imply great logistical changes for staff and their families, and 

can be extremely disruptive. Many of the staff have invested in homes close to 

their work place, organised childcare nearby, and put their children into schools 

close to work and home. Changing the place of work will greatly affect all these 

arrangements.  

22

5 
Please don't move from Beaulieu. 

 

It helps being in the same building as REGIO too as we work closely together. 

22

6 
Location of the office is only one factor to consider, as character of the building (in 

general and of an individual's office), its facilities (e.g. cafeteria, meeting rooms) 

and the immediate surroundings (e.g. access to cafes/restaurents, bars) are 

contributing issues. 

 

Changing to an open plan office would be very negative and could override other 

considerations as its not suitable for my type of work. 

22

7 
Any relocation other than Schuman area is simply a no go 
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22

8 
BU is far from other COM buildings and the Schuman area, making it 

time-consuming to go to other DGs and institutions. Policy DGs who interact a lot 

with other DGs, institutions and stakeholders should not be located in BU, but 

close to the Schuman area. Instead central services or agencies could be usefully 

located in BU. 

 

 

 

BU area is not friendly, with no shops and nearly no restaurants in a walking 

distance. 

22

9 
I am happy if CLIMA moves out of BU24 as we don't have enough office space so I 

need to share an office even though I would have the right to my own office in a 

properly sized buildings. I do like the Beaulieu location, but would be happy to 

move to the Schuman area. If we moved to the NATO area I would probably 

switch DGs. 

23

0 
Beaulieu site is green and feels safe compared to the Schuman or Madou areas. 

However, around Schuman it would be easier to meet in person colleagues from 

other DGs and institutions. Also alternative lunch opportunities would be more 

numerous. Regarding Madou (or Gare du Nord area which is not mentioned in the 

survey unlike in the rumours going around), I would feel very uncomfortable when 

having to leave the building alone in the evenings. Having green walks would be 

difficult around there also 

23

1 
It would make my life more difficult to move from Beaulieu to another place in 

Brussels. This is the case for many colleagues who chose Beaulieu because they 

live near Beaulieu or come from the South of Brussels. 

23

2 
As there are so many colleagues in the Beaulieu site why not invest and keep this 

site instead of overloading other sites 

23

3 
The Creche and garderie in Beaulieu is one of the most important factor improving 

the quality of life and daily logistics (travelling time etc.) 
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23

4 
Beaulieu site allows me to regularly and conveniently use the bike (through the 

"Promenade verte"). 

 

It would not be possible for other sites. 

23

5 
the trafic to Beaulieu is already a nightmare. 

 

Going to Schuman/Madou/Nato will be hell for me. 

 

23

6 
Replies to many of the questions above depend on the eventual future site (e.g. 

Q13), so difficult to answer. 

 

Thanks a lot for the initiative for this survey and for keeping us informed about 

decisions in real time if at all possible!  

23

7 
Moving the offices to Brussels would be contrary to any ideas of smooth mobility in 

Brussels. Many working in Beaulieu live outside Brussels, me included. The staff 

needs to be kept informed about the file .Any info on the move including the date 

for moving must be made available at the earliest possible (at least 6 months in 

advance) to the staff to enable people to get organised, including changing jobs if 

necessary. 

23

8 
Some questions refer in general to the comparison between Beallieu and other 

places wthout specifying which one (e.g. no. 13, 15, 16). 

 

For 15 the answer depends on where the building is but options are Beaulieu /any 

other building only. However it is not the same Madou than around Nato. There is 

no possibility 'don't know' or 'the same'. I clicked Beaulieu because the system 

does not let you continu 

 

16: I do not need motorised transport for Madeu or Shuman but I guess i would 

need for Otan. 
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23

9 
I think that we have the same right than other DGs to be allocated in a 

"reasonable" place. To me, Beaulieu is, for logistic reasons (it is not the case for 

other persons). Schuman area would be in second place. The other proposed areas 

are really remote from the places where most of DG ENV workers live. In any case, 

practically all the DGs are located in rue de la Loi/Schuman area, therefore we 

should have at least the same right...or perhaps DG ENV is considered to be less 

relevant? 

24

0 
Being relocated to the NATO area would be a catastrophy as commuting times 

would increase from 20 minutes / day (both ways) to over 120 minutes. It would 

also create a modal shift to motorised transport and the need for a parking place 

compared to non motorized transport and no need for a parking place. These 

profound implications would surely trigger my to start searching for a new job 

elsewhere in the Commission to avoid a massive loss of private time spent on daily 

commuting.  

24

1 
- Would DG REGIO staff stay/move together as we are scattered over various 

buildings (BU29 and BU1-5) with different renting end dates? 

 

 

 

- The travel time is not the only parameter. Varied/healthy food offer, access to 

sports facilities, shopping options and public transport connections are also crucial. 

Distance to schools. Other important things to consider: training offer in remote 

areas, distance to center of town for meetings and informal gatherings (lunch with 

colleagues for instance).  
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24

2 
Thank you for the survey, but I find that some questions and answers are biaised. 

 

For questions 7 and 13, one answer could be "no preference" (which is not the 

same as "I don't know"). 

 

For questions 16 and 17, there could be a possibility to reply "no". 

 

Finally, logistics are important but there are other aspects that make somewhere 

an attractive workplace (proximity to other COM services/institutions, shops, 

restaurants, social life). 

 

24

3 
It has been a pelasure to work in the area and etremely balanced fior children and 

my wife and my family in general.  

24

4 
Please do not put us in areas where Commission staff generally does not live, like 

for example Madou, Rogier, etc. These areas are dirty, dangerous (especilly for 

women alone) and so far away that our work-live ballance would suffer. 

24

5 
Beaulieu is convenient and easy to get to.  It is a lovely place to work.  There is 

little or no traffic problems here.  Places like Madou or the city center are 

horrendous to get to.  It would make life very stressful.  

24

6 
The Commission also has an obligation to protect the health of its employees. Air 

quality is documented to be much worst around Schumann or Madou than in 

Beaulieu, see this official Belgian map: 

http://www.irceline.be/fr/qualite-de-lair/mesures/dioxyde-dazote/history/no2_an

mean_rioifdm?set_language=fr 

 

  

 

The Commission should not move us from from a cleaner to a more air polluted 

site. I already suffer from asthma and would really suffer health damage in other 

parts of Brussels. 
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24

7 
BU25 is not mentioned: are they going to keep it running alone? 

 

Relocation to Schumann area could be possible, near NATO is out of question 

 

Moving CNECT away from Beaulieu would also complicate the life of the colleagus 

working in LUx, making their travel time to BRUX premises longer 

 

Also, closing the creche before the offices will create huge complication to all 

parents of young children 

24

8 
it would have a great impact on my work/life balance - organisation of work 

24

9 
Closing the BU site will cause a lot of logistical issues for many people who live on 

the outskirts of Brussels and who work in these offices. Commuting times would 

effectively be easily doubled and quality of life lost. Many of the offices are 

occupied by DG ENV which promotes a green lifestyle.  It is totally illogical to move 

such a DG into the concrete jungle of central Brussels. 

 

Many colleagues will be forced to look for alternative working solutions/posts 

because of this proposed move. 

25

0 
The building BU33 is falling apart. Tiles fall off in the toilets. They are really 

horrible. The kitchen, too. The airconditioning does not cool and makes a noise as 

if I was on a plane. 

25

1 
I bought a house in Rhode Saint Genèse because I work in Beaulieu. If they close 

Beaulieu, it will take much more time to come to the office. 

25

2 
There is also the "green" aspect. Moving to any of the above proposed alternative 

sites would mean working in a less environmental friendly atmosphere. 

25

3 
If we are forced to quit the Beaulieu buildings and the Beaulieu area, unfortunately 

I will quit DG ENV. 

 

The quality of life in Beaulieu has a clear influence in our wellbeing and therefore 

in the quality of our work. 
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25

4 
Please no NATO. A catastrophy 

25

5 
Due to lack of possibilities with publics transports in my neigbourhood (it takes me 

1 hour to come to work and same  to return = walk, bus, change for a tram or 

metro) the reality of "my mobilithy" is my car ( 25 to 30 min to go + 25 to 30 

minutes to return--> ". Therefore I need a parking space anyway. Questions 15, 

16 and 17 are not relevant or do not give enough possibilities for replying in an 

appropriate way... (I clicked on one of the butons for qu 15 only because 

required... 

25

6 
Beaulieu is a perfect and secured site, with metro nearby, cycling paths, healthy 

environment, it is much more attractive to work in Beaulieu than in any other site 

in Brussels, Evere or Laeken, please consider to keep this very good working-life 

balanced site, where people fill well and secure, thank you 

25

7 
Le plus tard possible... 

25

8 
I have a strong methodology concern regarding questions 16 & 17, the "NO" 

option is missing (my preferred option). 

 

The methodology fault in questions 16-17 should be taken into account when 

drafting the conclusions: Questions 16 & 17 should not be part of the final 

assessment as they do grand equal treatment of all possible views. 

 

I also feel that Q15 should have indicated each of the possibilities in Q14, to have 

a real evidence-based assessment. 

 

Thanks for taking this into account 
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25

9 
In questions 16 and 17 either you forgot to put the "No" option, or the 

questionnaire is biaised towards a preference to stay in Beaulieu. My answers to 

both questions would be "No", but I have to put "I do not know". 

 

In my case, moving the offices to the Schuman area would be much preferrable 

than to stay in Beaulieu. 
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