
   
 

   
 

 

Brussels, 1.6.2020 

  

Note for the attention of Directors of the European Schools in Brussels 

 

Subject: Partial reopening of the nursery and primary classes in the European 
Schools in Brussels as of 8 June 2020  

 

Dear Directors, 

On the 29 May 2020, in the Updated Communication to parents (many of them 
Commission Staff), you informed about your revised decision to open the nursery and 
primary classes as of 8 June 2020 with parents deciding to send their children to 
school on a voluntary basis.  

The Brussels Parents Associations (APEEEs) have conducted their surveys on the 
position of parents on a possible reopening of schools. We mention as an example 
the outcome the European School in Laeken (2600 participants): 

“More than 1200 parents of nursery and primary pupils answered the survey: less 
than 500 parents are in favour of a partial opening of our Laeken school from 25 
May, more than 600 answered "No" and 110 "I don't know". Nearly 450 parents of 
nursery and primary pupils reported that their child would attend school if attendance 
was voluntary. Nearly 550 parents responded negatively to this question and 209 
answered "I don't know". 

Thus, we can conclude that your decision will be welcomed by a section of parents. 
However, what can be very worrying for the other part is the suspension of the online 
support as stated in the update communication: 

 “(…) wish to clarify that since the school is now returning to its in situ format of 
teaching in the nursery and primary cycles, the online format of teaching and learning 
will be suspended. At the end of the day, it will be the parents’ decision whether to 
send their child to school or not and this is a decision that we will respect. However, 
once in situ teaching starts then the online system is suspended.” 

Taking into consideration that we are still in the Commission’s Phase I of the Covid-
19 exit strategy, and that we have among us staff members (or their family) who are 
considered at risk or vulnerable and thus are explicitly advised not to send their 
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children back to school immediately, such an approach cannot be seen as rational, 
fair or inclusive and thus is unacceptable. It would mean children being excluded 
from the education process without any reasonable grounds. If this is genuinely a 
voluntary process, there should be no ‘punishment’ for those children and the online 
pedagogical programme should be maintained. The same applies for those who, for 
safety reasons, do not want to take any risks and are not willing to send their children 
to school. Generation 2004 considers that the announcement of a voluntary return to 
school sends an over-simplified and confusing message to parents. The vast majority 
of parents are put in rather a difficult position where, without being experts in health 
and virology, they must be the ones deciding whether it is safe (or not) to send their 
children to school. 

It is also not clear whether school bus services will be operational. Should that not be 
the case, the reopening of the European Schools will also have a very negative 
impact on those who live a distance away from the schools their children attend 
because the time to drive their children to and from school might, in a number of 
cases, be equal to the shortened schooling hours. 

We would therefore call upon you to reconsider your decision in relation to the 
suspension of the online system and to continue to provide distance learning for 
those children who cannot, for various reasons, attend school as of 8 June 2020.  

Kind regards, 

Łukasz WARDYN 

 

Chair of Generation 2004 

 

CC: Giancarlo MARCHEGGIANO, Secretary General of the European Schools 
       Pere MOLES PALLEJA, President Inter-parents 


