
AD5 Generalists/Graduates 
competition – Q/A 



Can you apply to AD5 and AD6 competitions? what happens if you 

are successful in both? does the first reserve list you make 

automatically cancels the second?

• You can apply to all competitions of which you meet the 
requirements

• IF there is any exclusion criteria, it must be said in the notice.
[following our candidates experience]

• Check if there is any limitation to the reserve list. Some lists 
are only for recruitment from specific institutions or DG.

• But it can be derogated/negotiated [in the interest of service]
• If you are in two or more reserve lists, be sure when they 

recruit you, the pick you from the highest one.



The form in the Single
candidate portal doesn’t
allow to introduce ERAMUS 
separately 
BUT it was part of your main 
diploma, right? Then you can 
introduce the info there, 
inside the overall diploma. 

where can I indicate 

international experience 

(such as Erasmus)? 



bachelor (180 credits) d'une durée de trois ans mais fait dans une

Haute Ecole en Belgique et pas dans une université

• All questions related to the validity of your studies – check ANNEX III



• should I still indicate experience that I made which is not falling within the 

requirements that it was made after the 3 years education needed and that 

was not remunerated? Just to be able to show that you have experience in 

certain fields for when you pass the tests?

• does that mean that the working experience gained before obtaining the 

diploma will not be considered even though it's relevant? In that case, is 

there even any point in adding any work experience at all?

• Point 3 tells you the 
eligibility criteria

• No professional 
experience is required

• COMMON SENSE
ALWAYS APPLIES



should I still indicate experience that I made which is not falling 

within the requirements that it was made after the 3 years 

education needed and that was not remunerated? Just to be able 

to show that you have experience in certain fields for when you 

pass the tests?

• What are the requirements of working 
experience in the competition?

• If it doesn’t match the requirements from
the notice – why do you want to add it?

• Please CHECK point 2.3 ANNEX I
• COMMON SENSE ALWAYS APPLIES



In the form, you are asked to reply to a number of questions. For 

instance: "why do you want to work at the EU?" At which point in the 

procedure will these questions play a role? 

• Questions will help you to focus and stay on the relevant info
• FOR AD5 graduates - Very unlikely the recruitment services will check your 

application. You apply by sending your CV (updated) and motivation letter
• FOR Specialist competitions – the questions help the board to understand your 

experience (CV) providing some context



What kind of evidence I need for …

➢ Languages

➢ Studies

➢ Work experience

• You don’t need supporting 
documents for languages

• For your studies 
you need :

➢ DIPLOMA
➢ Attestation of the

standard duration
of your studies



What kind of evidence I need for …

➢ Languages

➢ Studies

➢ Work experience

• For work experience :
➢ Recommendation letters

duly signed, identified and 
stamped can be used

➢ You can use several
complementary documents
to prove your experience

➢ If not paid, it doesn’t count
➢ As you don’t need 

experience in this 
competition usual criteria 
of working experience after 
degree doesn’t apply



You will have to fit into the process

REMEMBER – it doesn’t matter how 

special you are

https://yasemoseuropeos.eu/


Will they check my working experience if I pass?

[for AD5 graduates]

• From experience , it’s very unlikely the recruitment services will check 
your application to see your experience 

• You apply by sending your CV (updated) and motivation letter to each 
vacancy once in the reserve list



When an issue with EPSO account access occur, how to 

solve it if there is only AI assistant or web form?
A screenshot of a computer

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://eu-careers.europa.eu/en/contact-us


If you can take the tests in both EN and FR, is there a 

recommendation on which ones you should do in which language?

• Practice to check what is your most efficient approach and which language to 
choose

• There are not right and wrong languages. 
• In which language do you pay special attention? i.e sometimes being native 

on a language we have tendency to go faster than we should to pay careful 
attention. Some other times, being native helps us to pay that attention - be 
honest with yourself and check what you do most

• EU knowledge - on which language do you usually study/read about the EU?
• Written - you only have 40 min to be very efficient, which language fits you 

better on that?

Reasoning Tests - Language 1 – 1 out 24 official EU languages

EU Knowledge, Digital Skills, EUFTE - Language 2 - 1 out 24 official EU languages and different from 
Language 1



where there is proctoring monitoring the candidate's 

behaviour in front of the screen, is it allowed to touch the 

screen with your hand? 

Even if not listed, anything that can be suspicious / out of ordinary in front 
of the camera, better to avoid it. 



Verbal reasoning: do they ask ‘Which of the following statements 

is correct?’ During the CAST (in Polish), this sentence seemed to 

be formulated in a different way – more ‘Which of the following 

statements is the most correct?’.

• ‘Which of the following statements is the most correct?’ –reflects better what is 
required from the verbal reasoning.

• Verbal reasoning is not mathematics – it has a certain degree of interpretation 
so always choose the most correct option

https://eu-careers.europa.eu/en/glossary/verbal-reasoning-test


How can we prepare for the digital skills test? Like, what specific 

content should we study? (Examples: shortcuts, types of files...)

what questions are expected and how to prepare for the digital 

literacy test?

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/50c53c01-abeb-11ec-83e1-01aa75ed71a1/language-en


How can we prepare for the digital skills test? Like, what specific 

content should we study? (Examples: shortcuts, types of files...)

what questions are expected and how to prepare for the digital 

literacy test?

• Make list of concepts using different 
chapters of the guide

• Take a look at the glossary
• Some resources (linked in the guide)
➢ http://europa.eu/europass/en/how

-describe-my-digital-skills
➢ https://digital-skills-

jobs.europa.eu/digitalskills

If interested in our training for digital – you can find it here 
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Could you explain what is expected from the EUFTE written test? 

How will it be structured and what they mean with the "Clear 

communication" instruction? 

Do spelling and grammar count toward the grade?

• As simple as difficult as fulfil the 5 anchors 
following the assignment given

• Provided mistakes don’t hinder the 5 
anchors, they don’t count

If interested in our training for EUFTE – you 
can find it here 

https://ya-semos-europeos-s-school.teachable.com/p/yse-generalists-selfdigital-202531221111112111
https://ya-semos-europeos-s-school.teachable.com/p/yse-epso-essay-20233121211521
https://ya-semos-europeos-s-school.teachable.com/p/yse-epso-essay-20233121211521


Which measures will EPSO take to avoid that somebody cheats 

with AI?

• These are reasoning tests, it’s easier to pass them preparing yourself 
than cheating.



Application 
time

(5th Feb –
10th March)

Exams 
correction and 
verification of 
requirements  

Reasoning 
tests+ EU -
Knowledge 
MCQ test+ 

Digital skills + 
Written 
exercise

Reserve list 
(valid for at 

least 2 years)

Mini-selection 
process for an 

institution

1+/- month 1-2 months    6-7 months After 8 months

Publication of 
the notice

When is going to take place the exam? 

May-June-1st half 
July

alerted 2 months 
and 2 weeks 

before

End of 2026

Publication of the 
EU knowledge

• EPSO wants to have the exam before 
summer break (15/7 +/-)



What can YSE do for you?

Free webinars and materials –
www.yasemoseuropeos.eu

•Reasoning exam trainings and Competition 
(CBT+MCQ+Case) (in English and Spanish)
• Study groups and Workshops for MCQ and EUFTE 

/Written test  
•All info about internal competition trainings
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Follow YSE 

TELEGRAM channel (EN/ES): and WhatsApp channel 
(EN/ES) to keep you updated on vacancies, new 

competitions and all kinds of useful information for you. 
Also in our social media:

• Instagram
• LinkedIn
• Facebook

• YouTube (don’t forget to subscribe and click on «like» ).
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What can YSE do for you?

The good news: we continue to offer SELF-STUDY training 
options, allowing you to:

• prepare each test module separately,
• study at your own pace,
• organise your preparation using study and practice materials.

The self-study options available cover:
• Reasoning tests
• MCQ on European Union knowledge
• MCQ on Digital Skills
• Written test (EUFTE / Essay)
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What can YSE do for you?

REASONING TESTS

(Verbal · Numerical · Abstract)

Self-study training available in ENGLISH and SPANISH [soon exercises will be available in 
other languages  IT-FR and more]

Course content:

• Explanatory videos for each reasoning test type (verbal, numerical and abstract)

• 200 verbal reasoning questions (10 online tests)

• 100 numerical reasoning questions (10 online tests)

• 100 abstract reasoning questions (10 online tests)

Access:

• Videos and materials available for 1 year
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https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_blszjsqn
https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_hsbprrns
https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos


What can YSE do for you?

MCQ — EUROPEAN UNION KNOWLEDGE
Self-study training to prepare the MCQ test on knowledge of the European Union 
and its institutions, available in two versions:
• English version (EN)
• ES + EN version (explanatory videos in Spanish)

Content common to both versions:
• More than 1200 MCQ questions (approx. 40+ online tests)
• Each question includes feedback / additional information
• YSE Study Guides on EU knowledge and institutions
• Compilation of study materials
• Updated with the latest developments (including EPSO Guide when available)
• Access to videos and materials for 1 year

25
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What can YSE do for you?

MCQ — EUROPEAN UNION KNOWLEDGE - Available versions

Version 1 — In English

• Self-study course fully in English

• MCQ questions, feedback, Study Guides and materials in English

• Explanatory videos on each EU political priority

Version 2 — ES + EN

• MCQ questions, feedback, Study Guides and materials in English

• Explanatory videos in Spanish on each EU political priority
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What can YSE do for you?

MCQ — DIGITAL SKILLS

Self-study training to prepare the MCQ test on Digital Skills, available in two versions:

• English version (EN)

• ES + EN version (introductory video in Spanish)

Content common to both versions:

• More than 200 MCQ questions
(distributed across 5 online tests)

• Each question includes comments / additional information

• Access to videos and materials for 1 year
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What can YSE do for you?

MCQ — DIGITAL SKILLS - Differences between versions

Version 1 — In English

• Course entirely in English

• MCQ questions and comments in English

Version 2 — ES + EN

• Introductory video in Spanish
• Explains what Digital Skills are

• Presents the 5 competence areas

• MCQ questions and comments in English

• Materials and exercises available only in English
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What can YSE do for you?

WRITTEN TEST — EUFTE / ESSAY

Training to prepare the written test (EUFTE / Free-text Essay) of the EPSO AD5 
Generalist competition.

Format:

• Self-study course in English (EN)

• Includes one live online workshop (the session is recorded)

Access:

• Videos and materials available for 1 year
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What can YSE do for you?

WRITTEN TEST — EUFTE / ESSAY

Course content

• Introduction and theory video
• Understanding the written test
• Strategies to approach the essay

• 5 original YSE essay exercises, with:
• Dedicated analysis
• Examples on how to tackle them
• Explanations in English
• Reference texts available in the 24 official EU languages

• Online workshop (Zoom) to analyse the text proposed by EPSO
• Live session (recorded)
• Date to be confirmed

30

https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos


https://www.yasemoseuropeos.eu/
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