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Total 174.922 – most of them haven’t started yet

For background information, these are the numbers of applicants for 
similar competitions (AD5 grade) in previous years:

• 2019: 22000+

• 2018: 22000+

• 2017: 23000+

• 2015: 31.400  (for 149 seats)

In AD7 Building, for instance, 30% of the candidates failed to show up, 
but still no IT system can host so many candidates at once (as AD5) 

Most candidates, 3 out 4, choose L1 – native L2 – English [YSE survey]

AD5 Graduates – FACTS (do not forget)



❑ Of 174.922, if 30% fail to show up – then 52.476 candidates can be expected that 
won’t take the exam BUT EPSO can’t give this number for granted

❑ Even if EPSO examine 10.000 candidates per day, they’ll need 18 days and a couple of 
back up days more, in total 20 days = 1 working month (5 days per week – 4 weeks). It 
will take time

STILL

⮚ In 2026, we have 1 seat for each 117 candidates (if we count ALL candidates)

⮚ In 2015, we had 1 seat for more than 200 candidates (and it was possible, we were 
there) 

What can be expected and numerical truths

FIRST YSE MESSAGE: This is possible and easier than you 
think



Last message from EPSO - 18th September

SECOND YSE MESSAGE: Keep calm. The exam procedure is similar to the old 
times, when reasoning test were done during one month



• Exam begins in November - but it will take weeks to exam all people.

• You will get ALL official info in your single candidate portal profile.

• 1st LETTER APROX. 3 weeks before 1st exam of which week you have your exam (but not 
date and time).

• 2nd LETTER – two weeks before YOUR exam – you will get the date and time of your test.

• EPSO hasn’t clarify how many slots/waves per day will take the exam or number of 
candidates in it.

• You can forget 2nd tests (EU knowledge, digital and written) until 2027. Only 2 months 
(APROX.) before the tests you will get info on the EU knowledge part.

• The key for the whole process is to be alert and READ all instructions received.

• REMINDER - If you don’t show up to the reasoning test – bye bye to the competition.

• REMINDER - EU Knowledge got “frozen” when the notice became published 5/2/2026.

Last message from EPSO in other words 



Remember what EPSO published on the exam

THIRD YSE MESSAGE: Changes in the exam are 
minimal, only timing is different. The information 
is already there. You need to keep calm and focus



• From one test day to two test days. 

• Reasoning becomes 1st test: Verbal, Numerical and Abstract.

• If you pass the reasoning (10/20 in verbal and 10/20 numerical + abstract), you are 
automatically invited to the 2nd test day (EU knowledge, digital skills and written), we 
insist, if you passed first test.

• Results of the reasoning will be published after test 1 and before invitations for test 2 
are sent. 

• If you don’t show up to any test – you are out (either test 1 or test 2).  

• After 2nd test (EU knowledge, Digital skills and written test) EU knowledge test will be 
scored first. Then, the digital skills test will be scored for candidates who obtained at 
least the required pass score in the EU knowledge test and you will be ranked.

• Once ranked, your written will be reviewed if you are among 2235 candidates with top 
score (this was also on previous notice).

• EPSO explained how you will be assessed. 

AD5 Graduates – the new aspects 

https://selection.eu-careers.europa.eu/en/ad5-graduates-selection-process-how-you-are-assessed


1.- What should I prioritize in my study/preparation?

The reasoning test. You have plenty of time for the other tests after 
taking the reasoning (BUT don’t wait for the reasoning results to study).

2.- If I start now, can I pass?

Yes, you can. You need to be consistent in your preparation. Minimum 
you have 4 weeks ahead of you, so there is time. Don’t forget to get 
familiar with the test environment - Use EPSO free test to get familiar 
with the interface. 

AD5 Graduates – top 7 of your most frequent questions

FOURTH YSE MESSAGE: You have time to pass the 
competition but no time to waste

https://selection.eu-careers.europa.eu/en/graduates-administrators-ad5
https://selection.eu-careers.europa.eu/en/graduates-administrators-ad5


AD5 Graduates – the test platform

You can customize how you see the exercises



AD5 Graduates – the test platform

You can have the calculator and the scratchpad open at the same time 

BUT the calculator disappears when you move to next exercise



AD5 Graduates – the test platform

You can use the highlighter any time but don’t lose time playing with colours

It keeps the highlighted parts in the text when you move to next text



3.- If I study more hours do I have more chances? How many study 
hours do I need?

No, quantity is NOT quality. For reasoning tests the key is always quality. 
Take your time to take 1 test and analyse the results and the reasons 
why you fail any question rather doing 1000 tests.

4.- This is impossible for me, I never study mathematics

Can you read? Remember theses tests are about reasoning, not 
numbers, linguistic knowledge or spatial vision.

AD5 Graduates – top 7 of your most frequent questions

FIFTH YSE MESSAGE: You don’t have to get 10 out of 10. 
You just need to pass the reasoning tests



How is the competitions evaluated? Let’s do some math

Pass and 

Max Score

COMBINED SCORE (to 

pass to EUTE review)
FINAL SCORE to rank on the reserve list 

For the best 2235 

candidates

For the best 1490 candidates

Verbal 10 - 20 

points

40% 4 - 8 points 35% 3.5- 7 points

Numerical + 

Abstract
10 - 20 

points

O% Pass/not pass 0% Pass/not pass

EU knowledge 15 - 30 

points

30% 4.5 - 9 points 25% 3.75-7.5 points

Digital 20 - 40 

points

30% 6 - 12 points 25% 5-10 points

EUFTE 5 - 10 points N/A N/A 15% 0.75-1.5 points

TOTAL 14.5 – 29 points 13 – 26 points

Passing marks will depend on:

• Real number of candidates taking the exam

• Difficulty of the exam



5.- How do I start to prepare myself if I’m totally new?  

⮚ Take one type of test (V, N, A) per week. 

⮚ Practice until you fit in the allocated time and you get most of the 
questions right.

⮚ Week 4: Bring it all together. Practise with complete sets of tests (V, N, 
A). One set per day, or even just a few throughout the week, can be 
more than enough. 

⮚ Dedicate time to check your errors.

⮚ This doesn’t require as much time as you may think.

AD5 Graduates – top 7 of your most frequent questions



6.- How do I start to prepare myself if I’m already an expert in reasoning 
tests?  

⮚ Check what you have done in the past for each type of tests.

⮚ List your errors.

⮚ Check if there are repetitive errors and develop strategies to tackle them. 

⮚ If you get 20 out of 20 or 10 out of 10, challenge yourself – instead of 35 
minutes, use 30 minutes for verbal, 18 for numerical, 9 for abstract. 

And/Or 

⮚ You go for extra difficult exercises.

AD5 Graduates – top 7 of your most frequent questions



7.- I’m afraid of the quality of the language in the reasoning test, should I 
be?  

⮚ Two types of problems 

i. We are nervous and we don’t read properly 

ii. There is a problem in the language used

⮚ For problem 1 - Practise keeping calm during the test.

⮚ For problem 2 - Practise keeping calm during the test and do your best to 
interpret the information provided. After the exam, report any language 
errors you noticed in the questions to EPSO (through the Single Candidate 
Portal). 

AD5 Graduates – top 7 of your most frequent questions



Remember 

Keep calm, 
only your 

work matters
And the AI can’t think for you

But it helps to generate nice pics of Aunt Europe



In this scenario, what can YSE do for you?

We have launched a renovated SELF-STUDY training and 
methodology for the reasoning test, allowing you to:

• Prepare each test module separately
• Study at your own pace
• Organise your preparation using study and practice materials
• Video analysis of verbal, numerical and abstract reasoning
• Original YSE exercises (high level of difficulty)
• Verbal and numerical exercises available in ES/EN/IT/FR/PL/PT/RO 
• Translations have been done by specialists (no AI)

18

Flag of Poland - Wikipedia

Flag of Ireland - Wikipedia

A gold coin with a blue letter and a map

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_1b8sd8gt
https://yasemoseuropeos.eu/courses-list/
https://yasemoseuropeos.eu/courses-list/
https://yasemoseuropeos.eu/courses-list/
https://yasemoseuropeos.eu/courses-list/
https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_cmhx3qnc
https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_d5fk7jhb
https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_z48kll35
https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_xbgbdzfy
https://checkout.teachable.com/secure/1600779/checkout/order_t7fk1741
https://linktr.ee/yasemoseuropeos


What can YSE do for you?

REASONING TESTS (Verbal · Numerical · Abstract)

Video explanation in ENGLISH. Exercises and explanations for verbal and numerical 
available in: Italian, French, English, Portuguese, Greek, Polish, Romanian, Spanish 

Course content:

• Explanatory videos for each reasoning test type (verbal, numerical and abstract)

• 200 verbal reasoning questions (10 online tests)

• 100 numerical reasoning questions (10 online tests)

• 100 abstract reasoning questions (10 online tests)

Access:

• Videos and materials available for 1 year
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Follow YSE 

TELEGRAM channel (EN/ES): and WhatsApp channel (EN/ES)
to keep you updated on vacancies, new competitions and all 

kinds of useful information for you. 
Also in our social media:

• Instagram
• LinkedIn
• Facebook

• YouTube (don’t forget to subscribe and click on «like» ).
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https://t.me/yasemoseuropeos
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